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SOLAR PANELS 
This document sets the Sedro-Woolley policies and guidelines on residential solar electrical systems 
installations. Solar electric systems for commercial projects require building permits.  

Building Permit  
Building permits may not be required for solar electric systems when all the following are met and confirmed 
by the installer. Exemption from the permit requirements does not authorize any work to be done in any 
manner in violation of the provisions of code, laws or ordinances:  

Photovoltaic System is designed and proposed for a rooftop of a single family house.  

Mounting system is engineered and designed for Photovoltaics.  

Rooftop is made from lightweight material such as shingle.  

Panels are mounted no higher than 18” above the surface of the roofing which they will be affixed. 
Except for flat roofs, no portion of the system may exceed the highest point of the roof.  

Total dead load of panels, supports, mountings, raceways and all other appurtenances weigh no more 
than 5 pounds per square foot.  

Supports for solar panels are installed to spread the dead load across as many roof framing members 
as needed to ensure that at no point are loads in excess of 50 pounds exerted on a single member.  

Attachment to the roof is specified by the mounting system manufacturer.  

Method and type of weatherproofing roof penetrations is provided.  

Structure is code compliant to land use regulations, such as setbacks and height.  

Building permits may be required for solar energy systems when:  

Residential rooftop photovoltaic systems do not meet all of the above.  

Solar system is for a commercial or industrial application.  

Solar systems are not on a rooftop and require a standalone support structures.  

Solar system is part of building alterations or additions, valued over $6000 (not including the value of 
the solar equipment).  

Electrical Permit  

Are required by Washington State Labor and Industries 

Plumbing Permit  
A plumbing permit is required when installing a solar hot water system. Plumbing permits are approved and 
issued by Sedro-Woolley Building Department. 


